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298 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



COMMISSION TO GOVERNOR YEARDLEY AND 
COUNCIL, MARCH 14, 1625-6. 



(From Copy in Robinson MSS, Virginia Historical Society.) 



[This is a renewal by Charles I of the commission as Governor 
pro tern., issued by James I on September 18, 1625. On April 
19, 1616. Yeardley was commissioned Governor-in-Chief. For 
instructions bearing the latter date, see this Magazine II, 393- 
396.] 

Charles, by the Grace of God &c. To our trusty & well be- 
loved Sir George Yeardley knight, Francis West Esqr., John 
Harvey Esqr., George Sandis Esqr., John Polt Doctor of phi- 
sick, Roger Smith Esqr., Ralph Hamor Esqr., Samuel Mathews 
Esqr., Abraham Percey Esq., William Claybourne Esqr., Wil- 
liam Tucker Esqr., Jabes Whitakers Esq., Edward Blaney E^q. 
& William Farrer Esqr. Greeting Whereas our late Royall 
father King James of happy memory deceased by his Commis- 
sion under his great Seal of England bearing date the six & 
twentieth day of August in the two & twentieth year of his reign 
of England France & Ireland & of Scotland the eighth and fif- 
tieth for the better ordering manageing & governing of the 
affairs of the Colony & plantation in Virginia & of the persons 
then there inhabiting and that thereafter should be & inhabite 
there untill some other settled & constant course might be re- 
solved of & established by himself Did nominate and assigne Sir 
Francis Wyatt Knight to be the then present Governor & him 
& you the said George Yardley, Francis West and divers others 
in the said Commission particularly mentioned to be the then 
present Councel of & for the said Colony & plantation in Virginia 
with diverse priviledges & authorities in the said Commission 
Expressed & set down as in & by the same may more at large 
appeare And whereas our said late Royall father upon informa- 
tion that George Wyatt, Esqr., father of the said Sir Francis 
Wyatt was then lately deceased in the realme of Ireland by rea- 
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son whereof happily the s'd Sir Francis might desire to return 
into England about his own private occasions which our said 
father notwithstanding the great & weighty importance of his 
affairs in that country was gratiously inclined to yeild unto if 
himself should so desire & his occasions so require And yet for 
that in the absence The s'd Sir Francis Wyatt (if no other Gov- 
ernor should be appointed for him) many inconveniences might 
happen which in a business of such consequence were necessary 
to be provided for by another Commission under this great seal 
of England bearing date eighteenth day of September in the 
said two & twentieth year of his Highness Reign of England 
France & Ireland & of Scotland the eight <Sr fiftieth Did give & 
grant unto the said Sir Francis Wyatt free liberty licence & au- 
thority at his own will and pleasure when he shall so think fitt to 
return & take his voyage for towards and into this realme of 
England for the performance & execution of his own private 
affairs And to the end that the service in the first recited Com- 
mission Expressed might not in the meantime be neglected our 
said late fathers will & pleasure was & he did by the said last 
mentioned Commission nominate & appoint you the s'd Sir 
George Yardley in the absence of the s'd Sir Francis Wyatt or 
upon his search if it should so happen to be the then present 
Go Tnment you the s'd Francis West in the s'd former Com- 
mission mentioned to be the then present councel of & for the 
s'd Colony & plantation in Virginia giving & by the s'd latter 
Commission granting unto you & them & the greater number 
of you & them respectively full power and authority to perform 
& execute the places powers & authorities incident to a Governor 
& Councel in Virginia respectively according to the tenour effect 
& true meaning of the s'd former recited Commissioner in that 
behalf to them & you directed together with diverse priviledges 
& authorities in the said last mentioned Commission expressed 
as in & by the same may more at large appear. Now know ye 
that we take into our princely consideration the care & provi- 
dence of our s'd late Royall father having respect to the good 
of that plantation so happily begun which we conceive to be a 
business of that consequence w'ch we ought to encourage & by 
all good means to bring to perfection we being forced by many 
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other urgent occasions in respect to our late access to the crown 
continue the same means that formerly was thought fitt for the 
maintenance of the s'd Colony & plantation untill we should find 
some more convenient means upon mature advice to give more 
ample directions for the same & reposing assured trust & confi- 
dence in the understanding care fidelity experience & circum- 
spection of you the s'd Sir George Yardley, Francis West, 
John Harvey, George Sandis, John Pott, Roger Smith, Ralph 
Hamer, Samuel Mathews, Abraham Percey, William Clayborne, 
William Tucker,, Jabes Whitakers, Edward Blaney & William 
Farrer have nominated & assigned & by these presents Do nom- 
inate & assigne you the s'd Sir George Yeardley to be present 
Governor & you the s'd John Harvey & the rest before men- 
tioned to be present Councel of and for the s'd colony & plan- 
tation in Virginia giving & by these presents granting unto you 
& the greater number of you respectively full power & authority 
to perform & execute the places power & authorities incident to 
a Governor & Councel of Virginia or in any of the Isles ports 
havens creeks or territories thereof either in time of peace or war 
& to order & direct the affairs touching or concerning that col- 
ony or plantation in those forrain parts only & to execute & 
perform all and every Other matters & things concerning that 
plantation as fully & amply as any Governor & Councel resident 
thereat any time within the space of five years now last past had 
or might perform or execute. And because by the directions of 
Industrious & well Experienced men the limits & bounds of the 
said plantation may be augmented & the trade & commerce of 
the maintenance of the inhabitants there from time to time re- 
siding much advanced. 

Our will & pleasure is & we do by these presents give & grant 
unto you the s'd George Yardley and the rest of you hereinbe- 
fore mentioned or any four or more of you (whereof the' Gov- 
ernor for that time being we will shall be always one) full power 
& authority to grant one or more Commission or Commissions 
unto any our subjects thereunto addressing themselves for the 
discovery of the s'd Country & ports bounds limits & extent 
thereof & also for the finding out what trades shall be most nec- 
essary to be undertaken for the benefit & advantage of the s'd 
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Colony & plantation & the good of the people inhabitiug or 
which shall inhabite there both by sea & land And further upon 
all occasions as you or any four or more of you (whereof the 
Gov'r for the time being to be always one) shall see fin to send 
out forces for the subduing of the Indians &. savages of the s'd 
country & likewise to make war & peace with them in all such, 
cases as it may stand with the safety of the ;i'd colony & our 
honor keeping allways sufficient forces for the holding of the 
places there now enjoyed And if it shall happen the said Sir 
George Yeardley to dye then our will & pleasure is & we do by 
these presents nominate & assign you the s'd John Harvey upon 
the death of the s'd Sir George Yeardley to be our present Gov- 
ernor & you the s'd Francis West & the rest of our s'd Com'rs 
to be our present councel of the s'd Colony & plantation in Vir- 
ginia giving and granting unto you or the greater number of 
you respectively full power & authority to execute the places 
powers & authorities of a Gov'r & Council in Virginia respec- 
tively as aforesaid And if it shall happen the s'd John Harvey 
likewise to dye or in case the s'd Sir George Yeardley his urgent 
occasions (allowed by four or more of our s'd councel there") 
shall call him thence at any time then our will & pleasure is & 
we do hereby give & grant unto you the s'd Francis West & 
the rest of the Com'rs before named or the greater number of 
you full power & authority in the absence of the s'd John 
Harvey to elect nominate & assign one of our councel afores'd 
to be the present Governor for the s'd colony & plantation in 
Virginia & so to do from time to time as often as the case shall be 
required And we do by these presents nominate & assign such 
person by you or the greater number of you so from time to 
time to be elected & chosen to be the present Governor & 
you the rest of our s'd Com'rs to be our present councel for 
the s'd colony & plantation of Virginia giving & by these pres- 
ents granting unto you & the greater number of you respectively 
full power & authority to execute & perform the places powers 
& authorities of a Gov'r and councel for Virginia respectively in 
manner & form afores'd. Nevertheless our will and pleasure is 
that ye & every of you proceed herein according to such instruc- 
tions as are in these presents contained or as ye or such of you 
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as have heretofore of our councel there have received or accord- 
ing to such instructions as you shall hereafter receive from us or 
our Com'rs here to that purpose appointed or to be appointed. 

And our further will & pleasure is & we do hereby give full 
power & authority unto & do will & command that you the s'd 
Sir George Yardley & John Harvey or either of you who have 
already been of the councel in those parts for the plantation 
there And have already taken youroaths before our privy coun- 
cel in England shall administer under the s'd Francis West, John 
Pott, William Tucker, Jabes Whitakers, Edward Blaney & Wil- 
liam Farrer & every of them the like oath upon the holy Evan- 
gelist as ye or either of you have already taken as counsellor of 
or for the s'd Colony or plantation willing & requiring you to be 
diligent & attendant in the execution ol this our service & com- 
mandm't & also willing and commanding all other our loving 
subjects there to be directed & governed by you or the greater 
number of you in all things according to the intentions & true 
meaning of these presents & for as much as the affairs of state 
of the s'd Colony & plantation may necessarily require some 
person of Quality & Trust to be employed as Secretary for the 
writing & answering such letters as shall be from time to time 
directed to or sent from the said Governor & Councel of the 
Colony aforesaid Our will & pleasure is & we do by these pres- 
ents nominate & assign you the s'd William Clayborne to be our 
Secretary of state of & for the s'd Colony & plantation of Vir- 
ginia residing in those parts giving & by these presents granting 
unto you the said William Clayborne full power & authority to 
do execute & perform all & every thing & things w'tsoever to 
the s'd office of Secretary of State of & for the s'd Colony & 
plantation of Virginia incident & appertaining And Lastly our 
will & pleasure is that this our Commission shall continue in 
force untill such time as we by some other writing under signet 
privy seal or great seal of England shall signify our pleasure to 
the contrary. In witness whereof &c. witness ourself at West- 
minster the fourteenth day of March Anno Regni Regis Caroli 
Aug't et primo. 

$. ipsum Regem. 

March 14, 1625-6. 



